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Looking Backward to Grow Forward 

This time of year, it is easy to overcommit, overextend, to rush ahead, to become 

super-busy. After all the holiday celebrations with unrealized or realized hopes and 

fears, we find ourselves in a new year. 2024 is stretched out like a clean canvas beck-

oning our first strokes of paint for a picture long to emerge. One of the gifts of my 

grandfather was painting in oils. I was always fascinated to witness the scene slowly 

coming together as he carefully and intentionally applied layers of color to the canvas. 

One thing that struck me most was that he didn’t start with the pigments but started 

by applying a thin base coat of off white. Then he would take a pencil and sketch out 

what he wanted for the painting, carefully working with scale and perspective until he 

was pleased with this ghostly outline of what would be full of color and depth. 

 

The new year is upon us. It is a canvas upon which our life story will be painted in brilliant colors. There 

will be things about which we cannot change and things which we can. There will be challenges we can 

accept or that we can politely reject. There will be foreseeable things and unforeseeable things. But now 

is the time to take out our pencils and begin to sketch the outline of what we hope, with the help of God, 

our portrait of the next twelve months will look like when completed.  

 

Yes, we all make New Year’s resolutions and then break them even before the month of February. That’s 

not what I’m talking about. I’m talking about setting aside some quiet time to create a blueprint or pattern 

of how you envision the year 2024 will look when you enter 2025. It will require some thoughtful reflec-

tion on looking at 2023, asking some basic questions: what went well? What didn’t go well? What was 

within my control? What was out of my control? What could I have done differently? What were surpris-

es I liked and didn’t like? All these questions will add up to helping you see the paint strokes that created 

2023. 

 

The farmer in me is looking back over 2023 to see what seeds or plants I need to order for a more  

profitable. I am looking over when I planted and what resulted from planting at that time. I am sketching 

out a plan, an outline, and a blueprint for the year based on what I would like to see by the end of next 

year. Discipleship in our lives is no different. Our faith should be ever growing, ever deepening, ever  

surprising us with new understanding of God. So, I challenge you to look back on your faith development 

over the past year to see what you would like to change, update, or push further. The same is also true 

for the church. What would you love to see the church be at the end of 2024. Help the Consistory to 

pencil out an outline so that we can fill it with the beautiful colors of God’s blessings. Now is the time to 

plan. Or as someone once said: “Those who fail to plan., plan to fail.”  Let us paint a beautiful,  

expectant picture of where we see God leading us as we enter2024. 
 
 

Pastor Jim O’Connell 

January & February 2024 
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Sabbath as Resistance 

For Lent, Phyllis and I will again be leading a book study on Wednesday evenings 

at 7 PM beginning February 21st and concluding March 27th in our home and via 

Zoom. We have chosen a book by noted Old Testament Theologian, Walter 

Brueggemann, titled “Sabbath as Resistance.” The subtitle is Saying NO to the 

culture of Now. The book can be ordered from the Presbyterian Book store or 

by going online to www.wjkbooks.com. Walter takes us through a six-chapter examination of what  

Sabbath can mean to us: Sabbath and the First Commandment, Resistance to Anxiety, Resistance to  

Coercion, Resistance to Exclusivism, Resistance to Multitasking, Sabbath and the Tenth Commandment.  

“For the most part Contemporary Christians pay little attention to Sabbath.” I remember in my childhood 

the “blue laws” which enforced a uniform code of store closures and even stricter adherence in some  

communities to what you could do outside in your yard and community. There is one community where 

you couldn’t even drive your car on a Sunday. Fortunately, we have gotten away from these rigid  

interpretations of the Sabbath, but at the same time have lost a critical part of our faith development and 

discipleship growth. This book study will help us examine our lives in the face of the intent of the Old  

Testament and law, giving us a new appreciation for what Sabbath can mean in our lives and in the life of 

the church. There will be a sign-up sheet in the sanctuary and in fellowship for those who would like to 

participate. The more the merrier! 

 

 

 

 

Lent is Coming 

This year Easter comes early, March 31. What that means is that the Season of 

Lent begins early with Ash Wednesday kicking it off on February 14. We again 

anticipate the Wallkill Valley Lenten Series starting with the Ash Wednesday  

service and rotating through several churches throughout the season and  

featuring the preaching of several of our preachers. As of this publication the leaders have yet to meet and 

pick the theme and rotations of preachers and churches. The first worship will be Ash Wednesday 2/14 at 

7pm.  We are hoping to be the host church for the beginning of the Lenten Season, and again host on 

Saint Patrick’s day weekend, Sunday, March 18. The Sunday services will be preceded by the host church 

offering a soup and sandwich dinner. It is always a wonderful way to hear many of the preachers in our 

classis and reconnect with the members of our local Reformed Churches. 
 

 

http://www.wjkbooks.com
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Hanging of the Greens 
How beautiful the church looks for Christmas! Many thanks to the many hands  

who helped. The men did the roping, putting up the tree and erecting the creche 

with the assistance of Joe Weikel, Bill Freeman, John Harrington, and Kevin  

Harrington. We had 15 children in attendance making the ornaments and paper 

chain and then hanging the ornaments. The Candelabra were decorated by Jan 

Goutell and Addison Den Bleyker. Many thanks to Carol Ann Freeman and the  

Barringer children for helping with this task. Wreaths were made by Ariana and  

Addison Den Bleyker. Boxwood stars were assembled by many hands with the youngest being Aleksa 

Reichle (Dot was looking down from heaven so pleased). A great meal was prepared by Ariana Den Bleyker, 

Phyllis O’Connell, Joe Weikel, Jan Goutell, Jan Hanen. Many hands make the job easier! 

Submitted by Bunnie Reichle 
 

 

 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
Many thanks to the families who assisted in the service for the candle lighting: Barringer  

Family, Crist Family, Lopez Family, Freeman Family and Harrington Family. 

Submitted by Bunnie Reichle 
 

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias  

Given by             In Memory of 

Dominic Bonasio  Anne Bonasio 

Harold Bruggemann Jr.  Loretta C. Bruggemann 

Carol Ann & Bill Freeman Doris May Rafuse 

The Heitz & Sairrino Families Barbara Heitz 

Jan & Phil Goutell  Philip & Bertha Goutell and 

    Gordon & Dotty Parker  

Jan & Phil Goutell  June Goutell 

Susan Kennedy  Loved Ones 

Mary S. Mentz   Don Mentz and Parents 

Phyllis O'Connell  Jim & Jeanette O'Connell and 

    Warren & Barbara Henseler 

Nancy & Nicky Petrolo  Clarence & Lucy Nauman 

Schoonmaker   Our Parents 

Schoonmaker   Our Friends 

Joe Weikel   Katerina Weikel 

Joe Weikel   Katerina Weikel 

Given by   In Honor of 

Schoonmaker   Our Children 

Schoonmaker   Our Grand and  

    Great Grand Children 

James & Phyllis O'Connell  Family & Friends 

James & Phyllis O'Connell  Family & Friends 

Phyllis O'Connell  Our Church Family 
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Worship Team (1 of 5)(Worhip Team pictures selected by Joe)  
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Worship Team Continued (2 of 5)  
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 Worship Team Continued (3 of 5)  
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Worship Team (4 of 5) 
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Property committee 

We continue to do repairs as needed around the church and I thank Bill Freeman 

for his help on this.  He knows a lot more about this building and what is needed 

than I do but I am learning.  Most repairs this month have been minor which we are 

thankful for.  We do have some projects that we are planning to attack this winter 

and would welcome assistance from anyone willing to come and work with us for a 

few hours.  We typically work there one day a week for a few hours and take care 

of what we can during that time.  

Our biggest accomplishment this month was that we installed new smart bulbs in 

the chandeliers in the sanctuary.  This will allow us to dim and control the lights in the sanctuary by  

remote control.  This is only possible with the installation of the new wireless internet throughout the 

building.  

If you are interested in helping us with any projects and have a few hours to give please give me a call or 

send me a text or email. 

  

Jerry Hanen 

917-968-1535 Jerrylhanen@gmail.com 

 

 

VBS 2024 

Yes, it is that time of year already for planning for VBS 2024. Our theme is 

The Great Jungle Journey: An Epic Cruise from Genesis to Revelation.  

Plan on the first week of August. More news to follow. Start spreading the 

word!!!! 

Submitted by Bunnie Reichle 

 

 

Sam Shorter 
 

On December 8th, Sam Shorter finally got to see his brother 
Frank, after about 30 years.  Sam’s friend, Lisa, and her fiancé, 

Ray, along with John Harrington, met Sam‘s brother Frank and 

his wife Michelle, down at the veterans facility, where Sam is  

living.  What a blessing! They were both very happy to see each 

other. 

Submitted by John Harrington 
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GATHERING HOPE BOOK CLUB 

The Gathering Hope Book Club meets in person once a month and a 

Zoom option is always available. The next meeting is February 5th at 

Jan Hanen’s house. The club is open to all members of the church and  

the greater Walden community. The next meeting is February 5th at 

Jan Hanen’s house.  

The book we are studying is Shade of Light and a few copies might  

still be available in the Ramapo-Catskills Library System.  Additionally, 

the novel is available as a KINDLE e-book and through Audible.  

 

For more information or to participate, please contact Ariana Den Bleyker at 

denbleya27@gmail.com or 845-825-0288. 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S STUDY SUPPORT GROUP 

On Sundays, the women gather in the Fellowship Hall at 8:15am to 

study and reflect on lessons learned from Women of the Bible.   

Feel free to join us for the first time if you are able.  We would love 

to have you. If you would like a study guide ordered for you, please 

text or call Phyllis O'Connell (201-294-2293) 

 

 

 

SUNDAY’S FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

If you are able to make a food donation for our Sunday Fellowship hour, please speak to 

Phyllis O’Connell.  The following items are always appreciated: coffee, bottled water, boxed 

juice, veggie tray with dip, fruit platter, cheese/crackers, and/or finger desserts. 

And the first Sunday of each month we have Soup & Bread.  Please bring your favorite soup 

to share. 
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Praise Team: rehearsing Wednesdays at 6:30 PM in Crist Chapel. All are welcome. 
 
Operation Christmas Child: we collect supplies for this mission through-out the 
year, see Carol Ann Freeman for more information. 
 
Men’s Breakfast: every Saturday, in Fellowship Hall, from 7:30am to 8:30am, suggested donation of $5. 
 
Choir: rehearsals are on a short pause, but will start again very soon and are on Tuesday mornings, from 
9:15 AM to 10:00 AM. The rehearsals are during the hours the Preschool is in session so the doors to the 
church will be locked but someone from choir will be there to open the door. 
 
Backpack Snack Attack: are packing on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM for the 23/24 school year. See Angel 
Santana Sr. for more information. 
 
Communion: is on the first Sunday of the month, during the worship service. 
 
Healing Service: the next healing service will be during the worship service on Sunday, March 31st. 
 
Montgomery Food Pantry: The First Reformed Church is scheduled to volunteer at the Food Pantry 
in February. The church contacts for the Food Pantry are Diane Crist-Moore and Ariana Den Bleyker.  
The Food Pantry operates on Tuesdays from 10AM–Noon & on Wednesdays 6:30-8:00PM.  
The items needed at the pantry are: Pasta, sauce, rice, macaroni & cheese, tuna, beans, instant mashed 

potatoes, peanut butter, jelly, canned veggies, canned fruit, canned soup, cereal, baby food, baby cereal, 

formula and diapers. 
 
Saturday Night Worship Service: will be starting up again soon and will be at 7:00 PM in Fellowship 
Hall, every other week. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
 
9:15 AM 
Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
6:30 
Praise Team 
 
 
 
 

4 

 

 

 

 

ENL at  

Crist Farm 

5 6 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
 
 

7 Communion 
8:15 

Women’s Study 

10:00  

Worship 

11:00 

Soup & Bread 

8 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 
 
 
 

10 

 

 
 
6:30 
Praise Team 
 
 

 
 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

ENL at 

Crist Farm 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
 

14 

8:15 

Women’s 

Study 

10:00  

Worship 

11:00 

Fellowship 

15 

 

 

 

16 
 
 
 

17 

 

 
6:30 
Praise Team 
 
 
 

 

18 
 
7pm 
Consistory 
 
 
ENL at 
Crist Farm 
 
 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
 

21  

8:15 

Women’s 

Study 

10:00  

Worship 

11:00 

Fellowship 
 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

24 

 

 
6:30 
Praise Team 
 
 
 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
 

28 
8:15 

Women’s 

Study 

10:00  

Worship 

11:00 

Fellowship 
 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

31 

 
 
6:30 
Praise Team 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                 2024 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1 

 

 

 
 

2 

 

 

3 
 
7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
 

4  Communion 
 
8:15 
Ladie’s Study 
10:00  
Worship 
11:00  
Soup & Bread 

5 

 

 

 

7:30pm 

Book Club 

offsite 

6 
 
9:15 AM 
Choir  
Practice 
 
Food Pantry 
10AM–Noon  

7 

 
 
6:30 
Praise Team 
 
Food Pantry 
6:30-8:00PM 

8 

 

 

 

 
 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
 
 
7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
 
 

11 
8:15 
Ladie’s Study 
10:00  
Worship 
11:00 
Fellowship 
 

12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13 
 
9:15 AM 
Choir  
Practice 
 
Food Pantry 
10AM–Noon  
 

14 

Lent Begins 

7:00PM 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 

Food Pantry 

6:30-8:00PM 

15 
 
7:00 PM 
Consistory 
 
 
Articles for 
newsletter 
are due  
 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
  
 
 

18 8:15 
Ladie’s Study     
10:00  
Worship 
11:00 
Fellowship 
PM  
WVULS 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
 
9:15 AM 
Choir  
Practice 
 
Food Pantry 
10AM–Noon  
 

21 

 

6:30 

Praise Team 

 

Food Pantry 

6:30-8:00PM 

22 

 

 

 
 
 
 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
 

25 8:15 
Ladie’s Study 
10:00  
Worship 
11:00 
Fellowship 
PM  
WVULS 
 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

27 
 
9:15 AM 
Choir  
Practice 
 
Food Pantry 
10AM–Noon  
 
 

28 

 

6:30 

Praise Team 

 

Food Pantry 

6:30-8:00PM 

29  

 

 

 

 

 

 2024 
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Around the Congregation 

January  

John Nash 5th  

Dalyeris Taueras 7th  

Celia Simmonds 9th  

Marco Diaz Lopez 10th 

Susan Kennedy 12th  

Philip Goutell 13th  

Nicole Cardish 24th  

Jenny (Crist) Kohn 25th  

Karen Harrington 27th  

Dominic Bonasio 29th  

Richard Lendle 29th  

Carolyn Wesenberg 30th  

 

February  
Jennifer Francisco 13th  

Diane Crist-Moore 14th  

Janice Goutell 16th  

Ken Barringer 23rd  

Jay Wilkins 28th 

 

Please email or call the office if 

we missed listing someone’s birthday 

or anniversary. Thank you.  

(845)778-5405; 

Church Prayer List 

“Be joyful always; pray continually; 

give thanks in all circumstances, 

for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.”  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

Please Pray for:  
Bunnie Reichle, Ariana Den 

Bleyker, Angel Santana Jr. & 

family, Gail Yeaple, People 

of Ukraine, Jonathan Reichle, People of Gaza, 

People of Israel, Ed & Susan Kennedy, George 

Heitz & family, Mike DeZemo, Richie Lendle,  

Angel Santana Sr., Mary Weikel, Smith family,  

Military personnel, the home-bound, those in 

nursing  

Funds Received 

11/10  $4270.00 

11/17  $2,135.26 

11/19  $1139.00 

11/26  $716.00 

12/3    $2,143.00 

12/10  $3,987.98 

12/17  $1,172.00 

12/17  $600.00 

12/24  $958.20 

12/24  $1,490.00 

2024 Goodwi l l  Offer ing Envelopes :  
January -  Deacon Fund 

February -  Backpack Snack Attack  
March -  Habita t  for  Humanity  

Apr i l  -  Hearts for  Hungary  
May -  TOM Food Pantry  

June -  Operat ion Chr istmas Chi ld  
Ju ly  -  Deacons Fund  
August -  Sa fe Homes  

September -  Backpack Snack Attack  
October -  Operat ion Chr istmas Chi ld 

November -  Operat ion Dalmat ian  
December -  Hearts for  Hungary  

Jay & Anne Wilkins 

Feb 4th 

Steve & Jennifer Francisco 

Feb 21st 

Current Inclement Weather Policy:  
Sunday’s mornings- call the church office (845-778-5405) after 7:30am.  
If Worship service is canceled there will be a message left on the voicemail  
system stating so. If it has not been canceled then you will just hear a 
standard greeting.  
Monday to Saturday– it will be up to each leader if they want to have their 
group meet or not.  


