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The First Reformed Church 

Walden, New York Church Bell The 
Sunday 

10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 

 
Communion/ 

Birthday Cake/ 
Soup & Bread 

*1st Sunday of every month 
*May 1st is last soup & bread 

before summer 
 

11:00 AM 
Fellowship Time 

 
Tuesday 
7:00 PM 

Praise Team 
7:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 
*Last choir practice is May 3rd 

 
Wednesday  

5:45 PM 
Packing for Snack  

Attack 
*June 8th—Last packing day for 

high school & middle school 
*June 15th—Last packing day 

for elementary schools 
 

Thursday 
7:00 PM 

Consistory Meetings  
*Third Thursday of Month 

 
Saturday 
7:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast 
4:00 PM 

Youth Group 
________________ 

 
May 

5th–   National Day of                   
          Prayer 
8th–   Mother’s Day 
30th– Memorial Day 
 

June 
7th– Articles & calendar 
items are due for the 
July/Aug Church Bell.  
19th— Father’s Day, 
 

 

Message from the Pastor: 

 

Winter sinks her icy teeth into spring, 

hanging on as if to defy the warming sun. 

Winter seems to say to us, “not yet, you 

shall not see new growth from trees and 

flowers in forests and fields.” “Not yet will 

I allow you to enjoy warmth and hope of 

better days yet to come.” But we know 

that the power of the vernal sun is greater 

than winter’s hold on the landscape and 

that day by day Old Sole grows in strength-giving energy, warmth, and 

power to our northern cline, breaking the stone cold grasp of winter, 

ushering in a new season of beauty and fruitfulness. 

 

Similarly, sin wants to bind us to guilt and fear, to the punishment of 

death and nothingness. Easter, the resurrection of Christ, is more power-

ful than sins grasp on our hearts.  The resurrection flies in the face of sin 

and death, gains strength season after season warming the hearts and 

minds of all humanity to the love and forgiveness of God through Christ, 

the resurrected one. What the law could never do Christ has done for 

us. The law is like a thermometer. It tells us how much or how little love 

we have for God. The farther away we are from the heat of God’s love in 

Christ Jesus, the colder our hearts will be toward life and toward one 

another. 

 

As I write this, winter has made another attempt to chill the spring 

growth. If I stand outside and face away from the sun, the cold wind will 

chill my body. But, if I turn and face the sun, I can feel its heat upon my 

face and its warmth begins to thaw my chilled skin. Similarly, the powerful 

presence of Christ in the resurrection thaws our stone cold hearts with 

the profound love of God which has no end. The law only condemns us, 

marking our transgressions, the love of God through the death and res-

urrection Christ removes the wintery grip of the law, setting us free 

from sin and its condemnation.  

 

In the resurrection we find the fertile soil of life we need to grow. This is 

good news. Death has lost its sting and forgiveness has given us new life. 

Winter is over, even if it seems to linger longer. In the end God’s love 

wins. Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
 

Pastor Jim 
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                      Interfaith Council  
                             
 

(The interfaith council is a group of religious leaders in the community that Pastor Jim meets 

with monthly.) 

 

Brainstorming ideas at their last meeting around future summer youth event: 

- aim it to the entire community youth 

- Ask ourselves: what is its purpose? What makes us unique? Faith is our realm. We need to 

keep this as our focusing as we plan.  

- maybe a migrant worker program 

- We need to develop a theme. 

- which day of the week? 

- maybe an event that organizes youth to show compassion and help for others and the ex-

plain how compassion helps in this world 

- an event of action 

- identify the community elderly. Have the youth serve locals- or work as one 

- Do we need to legalize ourselves for liabilities sake? 

- community service event 

- Could we make something for the community i.e. Main Street benches or flowers or some-

thing kitschy that can be seen throughout the village.  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

The Women’s Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 6:30pm in  

Fellowship Hall.  The Bible Study will run weekly and will meet  

every Wednesday till the end of May.  

Please see Anne Wilkins if interested. 
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Brainstorming 

Sunday April 3rd after worship we enjoyed a delicious time of food,  
fellowship and brainstorming. There were about 30 who stayed for the 

brainstorming session. All had a great time and learned more about each 

other and about this congregation we love so much. We broke up into 

five tables of 7 to 9.  

Three questions were put to the groups: 

1. What do you love about First Reformed Church? 

2. What does the church do well? 

3. What is God leading us to do this year? 
As you can imagine there were many answers to each of these three questions. All the tables 

had at least one consistory member who helped guide and record the process. The tables 

narrowed down the responses to the top three for each question. Once that was done they 

were written down on large sheets of paper and shared with the whole group. 

As we looked at the work that each table did we noticed striking similarities between the  

results.  

For what we love about the church the top three were: 

1. Music 

2. Fellowship 

3. People/community 

What we do well; the top three were: 

1. Music 

2. Fellowship 

3. Message 

Lastly, for what we believe God wants us to do the top three were: 

1. Spiritual development (youth, children and adults) 

2. Forgiveness/Unity/Love/Acceptance 

3. Spread the goodness to the community 
 

Please thank the consistory for their help in making this a successful event. The consistory 

will take all this under consideration and later invite the great consistory (all who have served 

the church as Elder or Deacon) to come together and see how we can embrace and work 

these ideas for the glory of God. Also a big thank you to all who participated. God blessed us 

and wants to continue to bless us so that in turn we can be a blessing to all. 

Pastor Jim 
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Preaching for April – June 

April 10 – “Feed and Follow” John 21:1-19 

April 17 – Pastor Ken will preach 

April 24 – “Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace” Galatians 5:22-25 & John 13:31-35 

May 1 – More Fruit: Patience Kindness, Goodness” Galatians 5:22 

May 8 – Pastor Jim on vacation 

May 15 – Pastor Jim on vacation 

May 22 – “More Fruit: Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control” & Teacher Appreciation  

                Sunday; Galatians 5:23-24, John 16:12-15 

May 29 – “Gifts of the Spirit for Building Up the Body” 1 Corinthians 7:17 Luke 7:1-10 

June 5 – Gifts of the Spirit – Faith Luke 7:11-17 & Galatians 1:11-24 

June 12 – Gifts of the Spirit -        Luke 7:36-8:3 

June 19 – Gifts of the Spirit -        Luke 8:26-39 

June 26 – Gifts of the Spirit -        Luke 9:51-62 

Global Refugee Crisis 
Wondering what your church can do in the face of the global refugee crisis? You're not the only one. 
Two upcoming webinars will discuss how the church can be Jesus' hands and feet to refugees. Join in 
to learn something new or share your experiences.  
 
Webinar #1 
May 2, 7:00p.m.–8:30 p.m. (EST)  
 An overview of the global refugee emergency 
 Why the church is called to respond 
 How the church can help 
 Interviews with refugees and mission workers who engage with refugees 
Join via computer: www.rca.org/webinarmay2 
Join by phone: 646-558-8656 (U.S. toll number) 
Meeting ID: 380311108 
 
Webinar #2 
May 10, 6:00–7:30 p.m. (EST)  
 Best practices for engaging the global refugee emergency at a global level 
 Best practices for engaging the global refugee emergency at a local level 
 Strategies for engaging your entire congregation in a faithful response to the crisis 
Join via computer: www.rca.org/webinarmay10 
Join by phone: 646-558-8656 (U.S. toll number) 
Meeting ID: 110167636 
 
Christina Tazelaar 
Reformed Church in America 

http://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=a2bdfec577&e=cb9545238a
https://www.rca.org/webinarmay2
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Ocean Commotion VBS 2016 

 

August 15th -19th 

5:45pm to 8:00pm 

Ages Nursery through 6th grade 

Bible stories, food, games, music, and fun!! 

 

Prepare for a boatload of excitement with Ocean Commotion VBS 2016 from Answers in Genesis!  

Dive into Noah’s flood account to learn how he was able to Stand for God, Obey God, Trust God, 

Thank God, and Fear God.  

 

Ocean Commotion Daily Bible Points 

Just like Noah, kids find grace to stand against cultural tides. They'll also discover how Noah  

managed to fit all the animals on the Ark and how ancient flood legends support the flood covered 

the whole earth. Each day, kids at Ocean Commotion learn:  

Stand for God! Just like Noah, we can rely on God to help us stand for Him. (Gen. 1–3 & 6:5–9)  

Obey God! Just like Noah, we can rely on God to help us obey Him, no matter what. (Gen. 6:9–22)  

Trust God! Just like Noah, we can rely on God to help us trust Him with our lives. (Gospel day!) (Gen. 7)  

Thank God! Just like Noah, we can rely on God to help us thank Him in everything. (Gen. 8)  

Fear God! Just like Noah, we can rely on God to help us take Him seriously. (Gen. 9:1–17) 

 

Please feel free to contact Ernie or Cindi Davis at 845-895-5756 with any questions or if  

interested in volunteering. 

 

Thank you, 

Ernie or Cindi Davis  
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What Happened? 

I heard that Sports Illustrated published an article about Tiger Woods.  He took the golfing 

world by storm and at one time dominated the sport of professional golf.  But now his 

game has fallen apart and he is ranked 479 in the world. A far cry from being ranked num-

ber 1. So what happened? 

 

After reviewing our Church’s envelope giving for the first quarter, I discovered that good 

start to the year ended. So I asked myself the same question…what happened? 

  

This year the Finance Team lowered our envelope giving target from $2028 per week to 

$1923, which should make it easier to make our weekly giving target. During the first six 

weeks of the year, we met our target 5/6 weeks. However, since then we have missed our 

target 4/8 weeks. What happened? How did we lose our momentum?  As Financial Secre-

tary I can report that families are not making up for their lost weeks when they don’t come 

to church. The solution is, we need everyone to give consistently. 

  

Valeria Weingartner recently visited another church and brought back one of their Pew  

Envelopes. On the bottom of the envelope was the following inscription: “Please bring or 

send your offering regularly. If you are absent, remember the church expenses go on just 

the same. Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not grudgingly or out of necessity,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7.  Just as your body demands food every day, our 

church needs your offering envelope each week. If you bring in the envelopes for the weeks 

you miss, we will have a much better chance of not only hitting our weekly target, but also 

surpassing it each week.  

 

Dave Blasch 

Financial Secretary 
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Choir will sing May 1st,8th,15th, 22nd and June 5th.  Last practice is next Tuesday, May 3th. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Feed His Sheep Dinner 
Ticket sales $3,737.00, Raffle Baskets $1,231.00, and the Donations for food 
$951.00.  
 
A big thank you to the worker bees that made this evening possible. Richard 
Appell washed silverware. The runners for each of the 15 tables (that were top 
notch and busy!) were Annalise Cardish, Michelle Jacobsen, Sarah Kieck, Joe 
Schmidt, and Deb Vermilyea. The runners also reset the tables after each use. 
The Buffet line servers were: Debbie Brady, Phyllis O’Connell, Samantha Smith, 
Edwina Snyder, Renee DeVoe, and Renee Schmidt. Raffle Basket Area was Car-

ol Ann & Bill Freeman, Deb DeZemo, and Angel & Lucy Santana. The ones that created the meal 
were Doug & Renee DeVoe and daughter, and Heather Conklin. Joe Weikel did a fantastic job call-
ing the numbers of the winners for the raffle baskets. Then when the night was done the crew was 
joined by Jay & Anne Wilkins that helped with the clean-up in kitchen/Fellowship Hall.  
 
We had our regroup meeting to discuss the dinner and plans to have the 4th Feed His Sheep Dinner 
in 2017.  The date will be discussed at our 1st meeting which will be held sometime in October 
once the VC school calendar is out for 2016-2017.  Also after the successful event held on 4/16/16 
each of the missions The Montgomery Food Pantry and VC Backpack Snack Attack will each get a 
check for $2,500.00. These monies will help feed many in the Valley Central School District.  

Thank you, Joe & Renee 

______________________________________________________________ 

Life Together 

The Life Together team will be meeting on May 3rd @ 7:30pm, at Glenn  

Davis’s house. Some of the things the Life Together team is responsible  

for are the refreshments after worship, soup & bread, adult fellowship,  

and youth group. If interested in joining this team please see Glenn Davis, or 

feel free to call him on his cell phone. 917-885-1447. Thank you. 

Page 7 Church Bell 
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May’s Hymn of the Month 

I AM HIS AND HE IS MINE 
George Wade Robinson, 1838–1877 

 

“Your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”  Colossians 3:3 

 
Spiritual maturity is a growing appreciation of God simply for who He is. Only then can we 
begin to revel in our eternal union with Him. This realization gives all of life a different per-
spective. Life takes on a new dignity, worth, and meaning. Even nature is viewed differently—
"earth around is sweeter green …" Learning to abide in Christ means that we live with a 
calmer, more relaxed attitude because we rely on God rather than ourselves—"things that 
once were wild alarms cannot now disturb my rest." John Wesley often spoke of this kind of 
life as "living with a loose rein." Our union with Christ also makes us victors when we realize 
that "while God and I shall be," nothing in life can ever separate us from this eternal love re-
lationship (Romans 8:35). 
 
The author of this text, George Wade Robinson, was a pastor of Congregational churches in 
England. The composer, James Mountain, was an Anglican minister who became greatly influ-
enced by the Moody-Sankey campaigns in England in the early 1870’s. Mountain later devot-
ed his life to the work of evangelism both in Great Britain and world-wide. "I Am His and He 
Is Mine" first appeared in James Mountain’s collection, Hymns of Consecration and Faith, pub-
lished in 1876. The truths this hymn presents so well become more meaningful each time we 
sing it. 
 

Loved with everlasting love, led by grace that love to know—Spirit, breathing from above,  

Thou hast taught me it is so! O this full and perfect peace, O this transport all divine—  

In a love which cannot cease, I am His and He is mine. 

 

Heav’n above is softer blue; earth around is sweeter green; something lives in ev’ry hue  

Christless eyes have never seen! Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, flow’rs with deeper  

beauties shine, since I know, as now I know, I am His and He is mine. 

 

Things that once were wild alarms cannot now disturb my rest; closed in everlasting arms,  

pillowed on the loving breast! O to lie forever here, doubt and care and self resign,  

while He whispers in my ear— I am His and He is mine. 

 

His forever, only His—Who the Lord and me shall part? Ah, with what a rest of bliss Christ  

can fill the loving heart! Heav’n and earth may fade and flee, first-born light in gloom decline,  

but while God and I shall be, I am His and He is mine. 
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June’s Hymn of the Month 

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS 
Adams, Stephen R. (words & music) 

 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit brings light, life, and liberty, as well as peace, love, and joy, and all the 

other Spirit-fruits. It is the Holy Spirit who empowers us for Christian service:  

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my  

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”  

(Acts 1:8). 

 

Such a statement about the work and ministry of the Spirit as we find in the text of this 

chorus requires us to sing reverently, thoughtfully, and fervently. 

 

 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is,  there is peace.  

Where the Spirit of the Lord is,  there is love.  

There is comfort in life's darkest hour,  there is light and life,  

there is help and power in the Spirit,  in the Spirit of the Lord. 

Page 9 Church Bell 
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Submitted by  

 

Joe Schmidt 
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DEVOTIONAL FROM THE DAILY WALK BIBLE 

Submitted by  

Joe Schmidt 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1Communion 
 
10:00  
Worship 
 
11:00  
Soup & Bread 
Birthday 
Cake 

2 

 

 

 

3 
7:00 
Praise Team 
 
7:30 
Chancel 
Choir 
(Last day of  
Choir Practice) 

4 
5:45 
Packing For 
Snack 
Attack  
 
6:30  
Women’s 
Bible Study 

5 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 

8  
 
10:00  
Worship 
11:00  
Fellowship 

9 10 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 
Praise Team 
 

11 
5:45 
Packing For 
Snack 
Attack  
 
6:30  
Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

12 13 14 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 

15 
10:00  
Worship 
11:00  
Fellowship 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 
Praise Team 
 

18 
5:45 
Packing For 
Snack 
Attack  
 
6:30  
Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 
Consistory  

20 21 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 

22 
10:00  
Worship 
11:00  
Fellowship 
 
 
 

23 24 

 

 

 
 
7:00 
Praise Team 

25 
5:45 
Packing For 
Snack 
Attack  
 
6:30  
Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

26 

 

 

 

 
 

27 28 

 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 

29 
 
10:00  
Worship 
11:00  
Fellowship 

30 31 

 
 
 
 
7:00 
Praise Team 

    

 
 

                 2016 
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DEVOTIONAL FROM THE DAILY WALK BIBLE 

 Submitted by Lee Wilson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 

 
 
5:45 
Packing For 
Snack 
Attack  

2 

 

 
 

3 4 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 

5 Communion 
 
10:00  
Worship 
 
11:00  
Fellowship 
Birthday 
Cake 

6 7 
Bell Articles 
and calendar 
items for Jul/
Aug Bell are 
due  
 
7:00 
Praise Team 

8 
5:45 
Packing For 
Snack 
Attack  
Last day 
packing for 
Middle & 
High School  

9 

 

 

 
 

10 11 
 
7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 
 
 

12 

 
10:00  
Worship 
 
11:00  
Fellowship 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 
7:00 
Praise Team 
 

 
 
 

15 

 

5:45 
Last day 
Packing For 
Snack Attack  
Packing for  

elementary 

16 

 

 

 

 
7:00 
Consistory  
 

17 

 

18 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 

19 10:00 

Worship 
11:00  
Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

Summer 

Begins 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 
Praise Team 

22 

 

 

 

 
 

23 

 

 

 
 

24 25 

7:30 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 
4:00 
Youth Group 

26 

 
10:00  
Worship 
 
11:00  
Fellowship 
 
 

27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 
Praise Team 

29 30   

 2016 
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Around the Congregation 

May 

Courtney Spencer   1 

Erin Sawyer        1 

Elaine Schultz   2    

Phyllis O’Connell           5            

June 

Karen Lendle   2 

Judy Lozier/Bonasio        2 

Brianna Cardish   4 

Glenn Davis   5 

Rowen Zelda Renee Smallwood 5 

Nicholas Petrolo   9 

Katrina DeVoe-Smallwood  11 

Jada Wesenberg   11 

Bunnie Reichle   18 

Jacob DeMartini   20 

Waylon Campbell Wilson   20 

Stanley Joseph Williams   21 

Anne Wilkins   24 

Mickey Millspaugh   26 

Joyce Stelljes    26 

Church Prayer List 
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give 

thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

Please keep the following  

people in your prayers… 
Ray Turse, Lisa Skinner, Samuel 

Shorter III, Dave Williams, Ed Ken-
nedy, Michael Shorter, Isabel Jacob-
sen, The Shaffer Family.  

 
Nursing Home/Homebound: Leah Ronk; Jane Barber. 

 
Military Personnel: Christopher Vermilyea, Lt Col. 

John M. Nash, USMC, and all of those who have served 
in our Military. 

 

Weekly Envelopes 

Feb 28          3035 

Mar 6           2705 

Mar 13         1316 

Mar 20         1604 

Mar 27         2293 

Apr 3           2483 

Apr 10         2195 

Apr 17         1887 

Apr 24         2200 

Jokes & Humor 
Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the snake. And the snake didn't have a   

leg to stand on. 

 

Each service is different. We leave the reruns to TV. 

 

Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers.  

The first boy says, ‘My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he 

calls it a poem, they give him $50.’ 

The second boy says, ‘That’s nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on 

piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him $100.’ 

The third boy says, ‘I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words 

on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to  

collect all the money!’ 

Goodwill Envelopes— May is Newburgh Ministry, June is RCA Ministry 

Joseph & Snezana Weikel    May 5th 

Garry & Jean Cook          May 9th 

Chris & Charron Carucci    May 13th 

Ernie & Cindi Davis        May 22nd 

Angel & Rachel Santana Jr. June 12th 

Lee & Kate Wilson         June 14th 

Samuel & Genie Shorter    June 27th 

Bob & Helen Schoonmaker June 30th 

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary to  

Robert & Helen Schoonmaker 




